                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION

                                          TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015 at 12:00 Noon
                                     MINUTES REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
The Regular meeting was called to order by President Don Boihem at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, April 14, 2015, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Daryl Farrera followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, Ernie Drake III and Daryl Ferrara 
Commissioners Absent:   James Daniels II, Bill Joubert and Lucas Watkins
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Don Ellzey with The Hammond Daily Star and Bryan T. McMahon with The Ponchatoula Times
All visitors in attendance were introduced and welcomed.  
The president, hearing no public comments, then asked for a motion to adopt the April meeting agenda as presented. 
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins
 It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake III  that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on  March 10, 2015.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Financial Reports presented for the month ending March 31, 2015 showed the total revenues were $32,293.00 and the total expenses were $25,571.13, leaving a net income of $ 6,721.87.    Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the March 2015 financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  3

Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-053-00113 (321)
    Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project

Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported that the bid proposal opening date had been re-scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  It will take the Port’s engineering firm approximately ten days after the opening date to review the qualified bid/proposals to determine the lowest qualified contractor.   The Commission agreed to wait until their next regular meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2015 to further discuss the bid alternates/options regarding the dredge material  prior to awarding the project to lowest qualified contractor for the project.
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update 
The port director gave a brief summary on the recent inquirer in regards to leasing Building # 2 in terms of a long term project, part of that project also involves cleaning railcars and tankers.  Some environmental issues may need addressing prior to an agreement/commitment.  Focus remains on the potential long term polymer pellet container operations at the port’s site.  Meanwhile the port’s current tenant, Purus Industries, inquired about leasing part of  Building  # 2 on a month- to-month basis.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Farrera that the Commission give authorization to the Executive Director, Patrick Dufresne, to have its legal counsel draft  a Lease Agreement between The South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission and  Bayou Diesel LLC d/b/a Purus Industries, LLC for 15,000 square feet of space at the Southern end of Warehouse # 2 located at Port Manchac at $4,375/per month, effective date, April 15 or as soon as documentation is processed.  The April lease payment will be pro-rated basis on completion of agreement. Term will be  on a month-to month basis with either party to provide thirty (30) days written notice of termination.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

3.  Building # 3 –Addition Update
The port director reported having an opportunity to discuss the Capital Outlay status on the Warehouse # 3 Expansion Project at the Port Manchac Terminal with Representative Steve Pugh and Senator “Bodi” White at the recent ground breaking ceremony held at the Port site.  In addition to Capital Outlay fund availability the Commission will be looking into other options possibilities through Port Priority funding in the future.
4.  Bayou Signs/Hwy 51- Vegetation Maintenance-

Since the last meeting a copy was forwarded to the Bayou Signs company regarding the vegetation maintenance options in reference to taking responsibility for cutting vegetation along Hwy 51 and Interstate 55, in lieu of paying rent for the rest of this year. No update was received regarding the issue and the port director will keep the Commission posted on the matter.
5.  Generator Project Update (FEMA-Grant No. 1603-DR-LA-0079)
The director informed the Commission that an agreement was signed with URS/AECON regarding the FEMA/Emergency Generator Project. A resolution had been approved approximately a year ago on the pending FEMA Generator Project, and the planning will soon start to begin the installation of the generator (s).  President Boihem will also be involved in the meetings in terms of where and how to install the generators, (1 fixed-1 mobile) in order to have a versatile game plan when put to use. In response to the Commissioners questions of concern relative to fuel usage to operate the generator  the following issues were discussed; natural gas usage, cost estimate for fuel, volume needed, cost estimate for natural gas pipeline, diesel, propane, delivery/supplier of fuel, emergency delivery service when fuel is needed, maintenance agreement, monitor generators, fuel analysis research for other options.  In concluding the update Mr. Bill Poland, Marketing Consultant, gave a brief summary pointing out the pros and cons from a previous research he has done regarding a natural gas pipeline to service the port terminal.
6. Invoice Payment Approval 
President Boihem presented the following invoices for the Commissioners review and payment approval.
a)  G.T. Michelli Co., Inc  Inv. # 150331 Amt. $720.00

b) The Ponchatoula Times, LLC- Invoice 8070047  - Publishing Bid Legal Notices – Amt. $537.60

c)   Premier Chemicals  - Inv.   # 102425 ( 4-55gal drum Sodium Hypochlorite ) Amt. $ 770.00

d)   URS Inv. 6148527 (Task 6)  Amt. $7,466.56

e)  Bill Poland, Consultant,  Month of  March- 2015– Amt. $ 500.00

Invoice Payment Approval Con’t
f) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage, Professional Services, Inv. # 101111  Amt. $ 560.00 

g) URS Inv. # 618559 (Task 7) Amt.  $1,202.50

h)  The Daily Star   AD# 980490790 – Shoreline Project Ad  Amt. $ 339.60

It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara seconded by Commissioner Drake III, that the Commission approve payment of the April, 2015 invoices as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

New Business:
1.  Crown Castle Site Agreement
The port director presented a memorandum, from Crown Castle, in reference to their Notice of Intent to Exercise Additional Land Option to the PCS Site Agreement “Lease”.  
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield, that the Commission accept and approve the amendments to the cell tower lease agreement, as presented, authorizing the Port Executive Director Patrick J. Dufresne, on behalf of the STPPC, to enter into and execute the lease agreement with Crown Castle/GSA in accordance with paragraph 7 of the Third Amendment to the Lease, between STPPC and Crown Castle/GSA to exercise the option for additional ground space. The proposed addition includes approximately 412 sq. ft. to the southerly portions of the current leased area at the increase in rent of approximately $ 5,436 annually.   Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

2.  Insurance Coverage for FY 2015/16
     a) Resolution

Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution regarding advertising in the  official journal of record requesting proposals relative to the Port’s Annual Insurance Coverage for June 1, 2015 – May 2016.

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and Seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorize its director, Patrick Dufresne, to give public notice to its official journal requesting proposals for its annual insurance portfolio that will provide coverage for FY June 2015-May 2016.  The comprehensive proposal package should contain the following coverage’s including: 1) Property/Inland Marine, 2) General Liability (including addition of 100 acres), 3 Non-Owned & Hired Auto, 4) employee Dishonesty, 5) Directors & Officers Liability, and 6) Workman’s Compensation.  The proposals shall be submitted and reviewed in strict accordance with all state of Louisiana public bid law rules and regulations. All interested vendors may obtain additional information by contacting the South Tangipahoa Parish Port
Commission/Port Manchac at 163 West Hickory St., Ponchatoula, LA Attn: Patrick Dufresne, Executive Director/CEO- (985)386-9309 or email: portmanchac@i-55.  All proposals must be postmarked or received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 8, 2015. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

  Executive Session- Pursuant to LS RS 42.6-1 To Discuss Land Acquisition Negotiations

There was no need to have an executive session at this time to discuss land acquisitions.
Remarks:
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne expressed his thanks to all those who were in attendance at the Ground Breaking Ceremony held on Friday, April 10, 2015  and also expressed thanks  to Senator “Bodi” White and Representative Steve Pugh for their attendance, interest and support in Port Manchac. Thanks were also extended to the Port’s engineer of record-URS/A/EOM for their sponsorship of the groundbreaking ceremony luncheon.
Commissioner Cheryl Brumfield once again extended an invitation to everyone on behalf of First Guaranty Bank, Independence Branch, who will be hosting an open house event for the Italian Festival on Wednesday, April 22, 2015

At 10:00 am at their Branch located at 455 W. R.R. Ave, Independence, LA.

President Boihem also thanked the Commissioners for their attendance and the media for their coverage on Port activities which is very appreciated and in addition, the support of Tangipahoa Parish.

There being no other remarks or further business, it was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Ferrara Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Daniels II, Joubert and Watkins

Adjourned at 12:35 P.M.

                                                                                         _____________________________________
                                                                                         Ernie Drake, III Secretary- STPPC
